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In recent years, the number of laws and regulations prescribing the rules
for everyday life seem to be ever more complex and pervasive. Changing farming
methods, expansion of the urban corrrnunity and increasing public environmental
concerns have increased the agricultural producer's need to think more seriously
about his method of livestock waste disposal. Laws, regulations, practices,
standards and ordinances range from the obvious (solid waste management) to the
not so obvious (protection of endangered species). The public has protection
from the farmers (discharge permits) and the farmer has protection from the
public (Right to Farm laws). The following is an attempt to summarize those laws
and regulations which may impact livestock waste disposal (utilization) in
Kentucky.
Laws and regulations designed to protect the hea1th and safety of the
public as well as the environment are sometimes referred to as environmental
laws. Kentucky has a number of laws which deal with water quality, waste
disposal, air pollution and conservation which fall in this category. The
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA, PL 91-190) has as one declared purpose
"to promote efforts which wi 11 prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and
biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man." Federal and state laws
which are written to reflect this policy need not be in conflict with the normal
operation of livestock enterprises. Best Management Practices (BMP) associated
with manure disposal designed to keep soil mrtrients at acceptable agronomic
levels will normally not result in.violation nf state regulations written to
protect the environment. Also, proper management and utilization of livestock
waste can be a significant contribution to the economic well-being of a livestock
enterprise, since the wastes have considerable economic value when properly
utilized.
Other laws, usually referred to as Right to Farm laws, are written to
protect the farming community from encroathment of non-farming interests.
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